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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 7, 2024

Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce Urges Nova Scotia Government to Halt
Implementation of Controversial “Commercial Winery Support Program”

Kentville, NS (March 7, 2024) — The Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce (AVCC) has issued an
urgent appeal to the government regarding the impending implementation of the “Commercial Winery
Support Program. In a letter addressed to Minister Morrow, AVCC expressed deep concerns about the
potential negative impacts of the program on local farm wineries and the community.

The proposed program, which aims to provide direct payment to commercial winery producers,
regardless of content origin, has raised significant alarm within the business community. AVCC
emphasizes the importance of keeping taxpayers’ dollars within Nova Scotia by supporting local farm
wineries and highlights the risks associated with funnelling Nova Scotia tax dollars into foreign wine
markets.

"Our members fear that this program will not only cause a potential decrease in wine tourism and
consumer confusion. They cannot compete with commercial bottling plants should they have access to
the same preferred markup at retail,” stated AVCC. “The program'’s lack of a cap in place raises concerns
about its potential to funnel millions of Nova Scotians’ tax dollars annually to commercial wineries,
posing significant risks to local farm wineries and the rural communities they support.”

AVCC underscored the urgent need for government intervention to safeguard the local industry and the
1,100 rural Nova Scotian jobs it sustains. They called upon Minister Morrow to halt the implementation of
the "Commercial Wine Support Program” and address the concerns raised by local businesses and
communities.

“We urge the government to take decisive action to protect not only local farm wineries but anyone
connected to tourism, education, construction, retail and hospitality throughout Nova Scotia,” concluded
AVCC.
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About the Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce

The AVCC is a respected business organization with significant influence across the Annapolis Valley,
spanning from Kings County to Lawrencetown. Representing over 350 businesses and their employees,
the AVCC has been a pivotal voice in the Annapolis Valley business community for over 128 years. AVCC
works closely with members and other organizations to cultivate the most vibrant business environment
possible. Through strategic advocacy, the delivery of valuable programs and services, and the facilitation
and promotion of various business initiatives, the AVCC remains dedicated to fostering growth and
prosperity throughout the region.
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