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To:  The Honourable Greg Morrow
Minister of Agriculture
6th floor (Suite 605), WTCC
1800 Argyle Street P.O. Box 2223
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3C4

Re: Urgent Appeal: Protecting Nova Scotia Farm Wineries March 6, 2024

Dear Minister Morrow,

The Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce (the "Chamber") is writing to express our support for
an urgent appeal of the imminent implementation of the "Commercial Winery Support Program.”
This program will provide a direct payment to commercial winery producers on any wine they
bottle in Nova Scotia and sell to the NSLC, regardless of content origin. The Chamber encourages
keeping taxpayers’ dollars in Nova Scotia by supporting local producers and thus is concerned by
the potential ramifications of the proposed program.

Our members have indicated that they fear this program will cause a potential decrease in wine
tourism, cause confusion amongst NS wine consumers, and take bottle depots away from
producers. The NS farm wineries will not be competitive with commercial bottling plants should
they have access to the same preferred markup at retail. Commercial bottling operations have the
resources to purchase inexpensive juice from abroad, and bring it to Nova Scotia to be bottled
before placed on the shelves in our NSLC stores. The economies realized by commercial bottlers
create insurmountable market conditions for our farm wineries. Our province's wineries can
simply not compete at the resulting price point and sales dictate shelf space. The generational
investment our members and Nova Scotian farm wineries have made to this province is at risk.

In light of these concerns, we urgently request that you halt the implementation of the
"Commercial Wine Support Program.” A program that will funnel millions of Nova Scotians’ tax
dollars annually to commercial wineries with no cap in place. The potential repercussions on our
local farm wineries and the rural communities they support demand immediate attention and
decisive action. This decision does not just impact farm wineries but also anyone connected to
tourism, education, construction, retail, and hospitality throughout Nova Scotia. Your intervention
is critical to safeguarding our local industry and the 1,100 rural Nova Scotian jobs it sustains.
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On behalf of the entire membership of the Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce, thank you
for your attention to this matter. We look forward to hearing about the positive steps being taken
to protect the future of rural Nova Scotia.

Sincerely,
ake Rideout, MBA Nyla Frank-Rodgers
President Executive Director
Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce Annapolis Valley Chamber of Commerce
Cc:

Hon. Tim Houston, MLA

Hon. Allan MacMaster, MLA
Hon. Susan Corkum-Greek, MLA
Hon. Pat Dunn, MLA

Hon. John Lohr, MLA

Hon. Keith Irving, MLA

Chris Palmer, MLA
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